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Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 20 May 2009 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 45-60 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 45-60 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11) ^ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5/20/09 
has been entered. 

Claims 1-44 are cancelled. Claims 45-60 are new and presented for examination. 
Oath/Declaration 

2. The oath or declaration is defective because. It does not identify the citizenship 
of the inventor. Appropriate action is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 45-60 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being unpatentable by 
Powell (2001/0032189 A1), as supported by the provisional (60/173,170), and further in 
view of Shkedy (6,260024), in further view of Kuelbs et al. (7,1 36,830) 

Re claim 45, Powell discloses a Consumer-to-Business method for consolidating 
consumer powers in activating market economy, comprising the steps of: 

(a) providing a Consumer-to-Business (C2B) network {see e.g. paragraph 0071 - 
consumer-to-business transfers of innovation); and a central processing web site which 
is ran and managed in a Central Processing Center (CPC) through said Consumer-to- 
Business (C2B) network (see e.g. paragraph 0105 - Central Controller 200); 

(b) accepting registration of one or more invention products in an information 
database of said C2B network, and storing invention information of said invention 
products provided by Inventors (see e.g. paragraph 109 - this information is obtained 
when an originator first submits an idea and registers with the system); 

(c) storing information given by registered Consumers regarding to specific 
needs of product in said Information Database of said C2B network (see e.g. paragraph 
0029); 

wherein the step (a) further comprises a step (a-1) of verifying said invention 
information of said invention products in order to be registered in said C2B network to 
ensure that said invention products are in the state of Reduction-To-Practice (see e.g. 
paragraph 0103 - allowing user access to the fully disclosed idea) 

(d) matching at least one invention product in said information database with said 
information provided by said registered consumers regarding said specific needs of said 
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product; (see e.g. paragraphs 0043, 0030 - it is apparent that matching between users 
and originators of products is being performed); 

(e) accepting orders of at least one of said invention products through said 
Consumer-to-Business (C2B) network from at least one of said registered consumers, 
and requesting payments from said registered consumers for said ordered invention 
products of said registered consumers (see e.g. paragraphs 0078, 0247 - payment is 
submitted to originator); 

Powell does not explicitly disclose 

a method, wherein the step (c) further comprises a step of inviting said registered 
Consumers to place acceptable purchasing prices for said registered invention products 
respectively; 

accepting the order in such a manner that said registered consumer is able to 
decide to selectively purchase said corresponding invention products at a 
predetermined volume and a predetermined price, wherein said registered consumer is 
also allowed to designate a place for picking up said invention products; and (g) 
delivering said order products from said contracted Suppliers to places designated by 
said registered Consumers respectively. 

However, Shkedy discloses a method, wherein said step (c) further comprises a 
step of inviting said registered Consumers to place acceptable purchasing prices for 
said registered invention products respectively (see e.g. col. 26, lines 60-62). 

accepting the order in such a manner that said registered consumer is able to 
decide to selectively purchase said corresponding invention products at a 
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predetermined volume (see e.g. col. 5, lines 13-16) and a predetermined price (see e.g. 
col. 7, lines 21-25; col. 26, lines 60-63), wherein said registered consumer is also 
allowed to designate a place for picking up said invention products (see e.g. col. 3, lines 
65-67; col. 25, lines 4-7); and (g) delivering said order products from said contracted 
Suppliers to places designated by said registered Consumers respectively (see e.g. col. 
3, lines 65-67; col. 17, lines 14-15). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of the invention, to modify Powell and include the steps cited above, as taught 
by Shkedy, in order to facilitate the ordering process and increase consumer 
satisfaction. 

Powell, in view of Shkedy, do not explicitly disclose 

wherein each of said registered consumers are invited to take part into surveys 
regarding interests and needs in said invention products, wherein said information 
provided by said registered Consumers is stored into a purchasing database; 

using purchasing data analyzed and grouped from said information provided by said 
registered Consumers to estimate an actual number of orders needed for each of said 
registered invention products when said purchasing price suggested by said registered 
Consumers thereto is equal to or more than said suggested selling price thereof 

(f) determining and contracting with one or more suppliers as contracted 
suppliers to produce said ordered invention products at said predetermined volume as 
ordered by said corresponding registered consumers by the steps of analyzing said 
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purchasing database by said Central Processing Center (CPC) to determine most 
demanded invention products from said registered invention products requested by said 
registered Consumers and leave other said registered invention products with lower 
demands for further uses, locating potential suppliers and negotiating for best terms and 
specifications of said demanded invention products by said Central Processing Center 
(CPC), and placing deposit from said registered Consumers directly to said contracted 
Supplier upon agreement made between said Central Processing Center (CPC) and 
said contracted Supplier; 

However, Kuelbs et al. disclose 

Wherein each of said registered Consumers are invited to take part into surveys 
regarding interests and needs in said invention products, wherein said information 
provided by said registered Consumers is stored into a purchasing database (see e.g. 
col. 15, lines 39-67 - A questionnaire section 357 is provided which elicits customer 
opinion regarding the desirability or interest of a particular customer to that product); 

using purchasing data analyzed and grouped from said information provided by 
said registered Consumers to estimate an actual number of orders needed for each of 
said registered invention products when said purchasing price suggested by said 
registered Consumers thereto is equal to or more than said suggested selling price 
thereof (see Kuelbs col. 13, lines 26-31 - the producer determines run sizes based 
upon the existing or anticipated commitments, the producer determines the total number 
of production runs which are to be made). 
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(The Examiner notices that since production number is based on commitments, 
it is obvious that a commitment could be a price agreement. Price agreement is a 
design choice and could include a requirement that the suggested purchasing price 
does not exceed the suggested selling price). 

(f) determining and contracting with one or more suppliers as contracted 
suppliers to produce said ordered invention products at said predetermined volume as 
ordered by said corresponding registered consumers by the steps of analyzing said 
purchasing database by said Central Processing Center (CPC) to determine most 
demanded invention products from said registered invention products requested by said 
registered Consumers and leave other said registered invention products with lower 
demands for further uses, locating potential suppliers and negotiating for best terms and 
specifications of said demanded invention products by said Central Processing Center 
(CPC), and placing deposit from said registered Consumers directly to said contracted 
Supplier upon agreement made between said Central Processing Center (CPC) and 
said contracted Supplier; (see e.g. col. 7, lines 20-37 - early financial commitment; col. 
13, lines 26-29); 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of the invention, to modify Powell, in view of Shkedy, and include the steps 
cited above, as taught by Kuelbs et al., in order to better market the product and plan for 
production. 
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Re claim 46, Powell discloses a method wherein the step (a) further comprises a 
step (a-2) of providing a minimum suggested selling price for each of said registered 
invention products (see e.g. paragraph 0019 - Originator may also designate a 
minimum reserve price). 

Re claims 47, 48, Powell discloses a method wherein the step (c) further 
comprises the steps of: (c-1) logging on said C2B network by a Consumer; (c-2) 
determining whether said Consumer logged on is one of said registered Consumer {see 
paragraphs 0152-0153); (c-3) providing a screen of a brief introduction with 
advertisements along with application form when said logged on Consumer is not one of 
said registered Consumers (see e.g. paragraph 0202- advertisers pay to have 
messages displayed to originators and users alike); and (c-4) assigning an authorization 
password for said Consumer to register said Consumer as a new registered Consumer 
to be capable of entering said C2B network (see e.g. paragraph 0020 - central 
controller assigns an originator identification number (user name and password) unique 
to the specified originator). 

Re claims 49-51, Powell, in view of Shkedy do not explicitly disclose a method, 
further comprising a step of market testing each of said registered invention products by 
posting surveys in said C2B network, so as to enabling said registered Consumers to 
indicate interests thereof on said registered invention product. 
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However, Kuelbs et al. disclose a method, further comprising a step of market 
testing each of said registered invention products by posting surveys in said C2B 
network, so as to enabling said registered Consumers to indicate interests thereof on 
said registered invention product (see e.g. col. 15, lines 49-53). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of the invention, to modify Powell, in view of Shkedy, and include the steps of 
market testing each of said registered invention products by posting surveys in said 
C2B network, so as to enabling said registered Consumers to indicate interests thereof 
on said registered invention product, as taught by Kuelbs et al., in order to give 
marketers a better idea about whether consumers would actually buy potential new 
products or services, and how much to produce. 

Re claims 52-54, Powell discloses wherein said Central Processing Center 
(CPC) is arranged to analyze and group said stored invention information as invention 
product data in a plurality of categories (see e.g. paragraph 0015). 

Re claims 55-57, Powell discloses a method wherein said C2B network is an 
Internet, and said Information Database is an electronic database provided in a 
programmed central processing web site (see e.g. paragraph 0018). 



Application/Control Number: 10/815,497 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3627 

Re claims 58-60, Powell discloses a method wherein said invention products 
include invention goods or services (see e.g. paragraph 0085 - an inventive idea for a 
new product / a new business method). 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments regarding the previous claims filed have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. Applicant arguments are basically addressed in 
the rejection as clearly as possible. However, the Examiner would like to specifically 
address the following arguments: 

Applicant argues that all the cited references fail to deal with newly invented 
products. Powell discloses newly invented ideas that can eventually translate into 
products. Furthermore, see Kuelbs col. 13, lines 26-31 - the producer determines run 
sizes based upon the existing or anticipated commitments. The producer determines 
the total number of production runs which are to be made). 

Regarding Applicant's argument that Reduction to practice is not taught in the 
prior arts. The Examiner notices that according to patent enablement law "if an idea is 
disclosed in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with 
which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention", it is considered in 
the state of Reduction-to-Practice, as is the case in Powell. 

Applicant amendments of the claims fail to invalidate the obviousness rejection. 
Powell, Shkedy, Kuelbs et al. clearly still anticipate Applicant's claimed limitations. The 
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rejection is maintained since the Examiner believes that it would have been obvious to 
combine the cited art and obtain Applicant's invention (Please see KSR). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUNA CHAMPAGNE whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-71 77. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Luna Champagne/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



